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Thinking in an Emergency 
Elaine Scarry

The inaugural book in the Global Ethics 
series from Elaine Scarry (Harvard 

University), Thinking in an Emergency alerts us 
to the way political leaders worldwide use the 
claim of emergency to undermine democratic 
measures and extend executive power.  
Drawing from philosophers, neuroscientists, 
and artists, Scarry proves that prudent 
thinking and action, even rapid action, are not 
in opposition to one another.  The conclusions 
present a groundbreaking way of thinking 
about leadership and distribution of power 
during times of crisis, one that will appeal 
to anyone concerned with the protection of 
democratic principles.

Amnesty International and W. W. Norton 
& Company are proud to unveil their new 
Global Ethics Book Series. 

These short books, written by distinguished 
scholars, ask fundamental questions and distill some 
of the most pressing issues of our time down to 
their cores.

Each book has a clear human rights focus and 
aims to broaden the set of issues taken up by the 
human rights community.  The series offers readers 
fresh new ways of thinking, problem-solving, and 
ultimately, advocating.

Forthcoming titles in the Amnesty 
International Global Ethics Series:

Can Intervention Work? 
Rory Stewart, British MP and  

Gerald Knaus, European Stability Initiative
Universal Rights Down to Earth 

Richard Ford, Stanford Law School
The Human Right to Health 

Jonathan Wolff, University College London
Who Advocates for Future Generations:  

The Morality of Climate Change 
John Broome, Oxford University

Just Freedom 
Philip Pettit, Princeton University

Just Business: International Corporate  
Social Responsibility 

John Ruggie, Harvard University
Citizens in a Hi-Tech World 

Sheila Jasanoff, Harvard University
Who Has the Right to Forgive? 

Martha Minow, Harvard Law School

COMING SOON  
in the Global Ethics Series!

Can Intervention Work?

Rory Stewart  
and Gerald Knaus
August 2011

Universal Rights  
Down to Earth

Rich Ford
November 2011

The Human  
Right to Health

Jonathan Wolff
February 2012


